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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1,3,5-14,16-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wang (US 5,917,913) in view of Ramaswamy et al. (US 6,832,082). 

Regarding claim 1, Wang teaches a portable communications device (see fig. 2; item 
200 (PEAD)) comprising communication means (see fig. 6B, item 662, Infrared 
Transceiver) for communicating with a second device (see fig. 2, Requesting Device 
202 of the Electronic Transaction System 102), and identification means (see fig. 4, 
user Identification Data 410), the identification means arranged to provide information 
on the portable communications device (see col. 4, lines 41-55), wherein the 
information from the identification means is obtainable by the second device (see col. 
4, lines 41-55), and in use, is used to establish communication between the 
communication means and the second device (see col. 4, lines 41-65). However, Wang 
fails to teach that the identification means is separated from the communication means. 
Ramaswamy, in an analogous art, teaches a system including a handset transceiver 
exchanging security codes between the handset and a base unit prior to establishing 
communication with the base unit (see col. 3. lines 19-67; col. 6, lines 50-67. In this 
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case, the connector of the handset unit that provides connection between the handset 
and the base unit of Ramaswamy to exchange security codes, reads on the 
identification means of the present invention). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to provide the above 
teaching of Ramaswamy to Wang in order for the combined system of Wang and 
Ramaswamy to ensure that the communication between the two communication parties 
is unique as taught by Ramaswamy. 

Regarding claim 5, the combination of Wang and Ramaswamy teaches a portable 
communications device as claimed in claim 1, wherein the identification means 
comprises a radio frequency tag (see Wang, fig. 4, item 410). 

Regarding claims 6 and 7, the combination of Wang and Ramaswamy teaches a 
portable communications device as claimed in claims 1 and 6 respectively, wherein the 
magnetic data carrying arrangement comprises a magnetic strip (see Wang, col. 2, lines 
5-12). 

Regarding claim 8, the combination of Wang and Ramaswamy teaches a portable 
communications device as claimed in claim 1, wherein the information provided by the 
identification means comprises one or more of the following: Identity of the device; 
address of the device when the communication means are used; and identity of the user 
(see Wang, col. 4, lines 56-65). 
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Regarding claim 9, the combination of Wang and Ramaswamy teaches a portable 
communications device as claimed in claim 1, wherein the device is one of the following 
devices: point of sale device; ticket gate device; and information kiosk (see Wang, fig. 2, 
item 102). 

Regarding claim 10, the combination of Wang and Ramaswamy teaches a portable 
communications device as claimed in claim 1, wherein the established communication 
with the second device is a wireless link (see Wang, col. 4, lines 31-40). 

Regarding claim 11, the combination of Wang and Ramaswamy teaches a portable 
communications device as claimed in claim 10, wherein the wireless link is a high 
frequency link (see Wang, col. 4, lines 31-40). 

Regarding claims 12 and 13, the combination of Wang and Ramaswamy obviously 
teaches a portable communications device as claimed in claim 11 wherein the wireless 
link a high frequency Bluetooth link since the portable communications device of Wang 
is already operates as a short-range device. 
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Regarding claim 14, the combination of Wang and Ramaswamy teaches a portable 
communications device as claimed in claim 10, wherein the wireless link is an infrared 
link (see Wang, col. 4, lines 31-40). 

Regarding claim 16, the claim has the same limitations as that of claim 1, therefore 
claim 16 is interpreted and rejected for the same reasons set forth above and in the 
rejection of claim 1. 

Regarding claim 17, the claim has the same limitations as that of claim 1, therefore is 
interpreted and rejected for the same reason set forth in the rejection of claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 18, the combination of Wang and Ramaswamy teaches a method as 
claimed in claim 17, wherein the second device comprises a portable communications 
device (see Wang, col. 4, lines 8-29). 

Regarding claim 19, the claim has the same limitations as that of claim 15, therefore is 
interpreted and rejected for the same reason set forth in the rejection of claim 15. 

3. Claims 2-4, 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wang (US 5,917,913) in view of Ramaswamy et al. (US 6,832,082) and further in view 
of McGregor et al. (US 5,625,669). 
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Regarding claims 2-4, the combination of Wang and Ramaswamy, as mentioned above, 
teaches all limitations of claim 1 . However, it fails to teach that the bar code is arranged 
on the exterior of the communications device (including on the display of the device). 
McGregor, in an analogous art, teaches a bar code that is arranged on the exterior of a 
communications device (col. 20, lines 19-26). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to provide the 
teaching McGregor to Wang and Ramaswamy in order to have various ways of 
providing identification information. 

Regarding claim 15, the combination of Wang, Ramaswamy and McGregor teaches a 
portable communications device as claimed in claim 1, wherein the communications 
device is a mobile telephone (see figs. 1-3 of McGregor). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 03/06/2006 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MINH D. DAO whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7851 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, MATTHEW ANDERSON can be reached on 571-272-4177. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information 0 Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



273-8300. 




MinhDao 
AU 2618 
April 12, 2006 



Matthew Anderson 
Superviser AU 2618 



